José Maria CAPARROS-LERA, Film historian, Spain
Birth: Barcelona, Spain (28th December 1943)

Philosophy Doctor (1980) and professor at the University of Barcelona
(UB) since 1982, currently Professor of Contemporary History and Cinema. A
longtime film critic —was a jury member for the film festivals in San Sebastian,
Sitges and Havana— and author of more than 40 books, has supervised 16
dissertation theses and established a school for historians of cinema through the
Centre d’Investigacions Film-Historia [Center for Film History Research] he
directs at the same UB. He is also founder-editor of the journal Filmhistoria
since 1991 (www.filmhistoria.com).

Scientific Director of the International Conference on War, Cinema and
Society: A Methodological Approach, organized by the Department of
Contemporary History (1992), received grants from the U.S. government and
the European Union, has led courses and conferences on Spanish cinema in the
U.S.A. and the U.K. In 2007 was awarded the Medal for Best Lifetime
Achievement in the Literary and Journalistic Fields by the Circulo de Escritores
Cinematogrdficos (CEC, Madrid). Former vice-president of the International
Association for Media and History (IAMHIST, Oxford), in 2012 was invited by
the English magazine Sight & Sound to select the 10 best films of all time.
Member of the Academia de las Artes y las Ciencias Cinematograficas de
Esparia, and the Académia del Cinema Catala, is co-founder of the Asociacion
Espariola de Historiadores del Cine, and the Associacié Catalana de Critics 1
Escriptors Cinematogrdafics.

For the 2010-2011 season, was curator by two exhibitions: “Cinema en
temps de guerra, exili i repressio, 1936-1975” (Memorial Democratic de la
Generalitat de Catalunya) and “La mirada del samurai: los dibujos de Akira
Kurosawa” (Alhondiga Bilbao, Museo ABC), the latter as director of the Ano
Kurosawa in Spain, organized by the University of Barcelona. In the course
2013-2014, he was also curator by the exhibition “La experiencia magica del
cinema’, organized by Fundacion Aula de Cinema Coleccion Josep M. Queralto
at the same UB. Now is the Scientific Director of the Fourth International
History and Cinema Conference: Historical Memory and Documentary Film,

will be held at the University of Barcelona (Setember 2014).


http://www.filmhistoria.com/
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. Historia del cine europeo. De Lumiere a Lars von Trier (2003; Second

edition, 2007)
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. El cine del nuevo siglo, 2001-2003 (2004)
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1996-2003 (2005)
. Las grandes peliculas del cine espanol; with Magi Crusells, and Rafael de

Espaiia (2007)

. Guia del espectador de cine (2007; Second edition, 2012)

. Ramon Biadiu (1906-1984). Cineasta d’avantguarda; with Merce Biadiu
(2007)

. Historia del cine espaiol (2007)
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. Historia del cine mundial (2009)

. Historia & Cinema. 25 aniversario del Centre d’Investigacions Film-
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. Cinema en temps de guerra, exili i repressid, 1936-1975; with Magi
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. 100 documentales para explicar Historia. De Flaherty a Michael Moore;
with Magi Crusells, and Ricard Mamblona (2010)
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